6i                                  FIRST STEPS IN POLITICS
appointed with them, Grand buildings outside, but inside
they are crabbed, small* and suffocating, especially the
House of Commons* I will not say but that I regard
the assembly in a spirit similar to that in which William
the Conqueror eyed England, on his visit to Edward the
Confessor, as the region of his future domain* Oh,
vanity I "
Three years later, when in London to sit his Final Exam-
ination, he again visited the House, and this time was
present at a debate. Luckily for him, it proved to be an
exciting occasion; for Randolph Churchill was delivering
one of his brilliant and audacious attacks upon Mr* Glad-
stone* " It was a clever piece of comedy," Lloyd George
wrote many years later; " I thought Churchill an impudent
puppy, as every Liberal was bound to do; but I thoroughly
enjoyed his speech/1 Here we have a typical example of
that admiration for the rebel, especially the rebel who goes
out to challenge overwhelming power, which was to figure
as a dominant motive in Lloyd George's own career* For
Lloyd George had not long been a Member of Parliament
before he also defied the Grand Old Man, and before he
began the practice, night after night, of baiting Joseph
Chamberlain, then by far the most formidable debater in
the House*
The year 1880 may perhaps be fixed upon as the time
when Lloyd George first began to play an active part in
politics; and it WAI as ft journalist that he did so. Visitors
to Bron-y-de have often heard Mr. Uoyd George declare
proudly that his estate at Churt was paid for entirely by
his earnings as a. journalist. Long years elapsed between h$
election to Parliament in 1890 and his retirement from
office in 1922, in the course of which he never wrote for
the Press; but he never lose touch with the wwspaptr
world and its personalities. He partook of none of